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TRIPLICATE PRESCRIPTION FORM PROGRAM

WAC 246-800-101  Scope and purpose of chapter.  This chapter is 
intended to implement RCW 69.50.311. The purpose of this chapter is to 
establish a triplicate prescription program participation which may be 
imposed by the appropriate disciplinary authority upon licensed health 
care practitioners with prescription or dispensing authority. Partici-
pation in this triplicate prescription program may be required of li-
censees as a part of disciplinary action or board-supervision of the 
licensee's practice. The determination as to whether to impose partic-
ipation in this program upon a licensee shall be within the sole dis-
cretion of the disciplinary authority.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), reco-
dified as § 246-800-101, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 69.50.311. WSR 86-10-036 (Order 197), § 308-250-010, 
filed 5/5/86.]

WAC 246-800-120  Official triplicate prescription forms.  Any li-
censed health care practitioner upon whom participation in the tripli-
cate prescription form program is imposed shall obtain official trip-
licate prescription forms from the Washington state department of 
health. The practitioner shall pay a fee for these forms that is equal 
to the cost to the department of the forms. The official triplicate 
prescriptions forms shall be utilized by the practitioner with respect 
to the drug or drugs specified by the disciplinary authority. The of-
ficial triplicate prescriptions forms utilized in this program will be 
sequentially numbered. The practitioner shall account for all numbered 
prescriptions provided to him or her.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.50.311. WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), § 
246-800-120, filed 12/23/91, effective 1/23/92. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-800-120, 
filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 69.50.311. 
WSR 86-10-036 (Order 197), § 308-250-020, filed 5/5/86.]

WAC 246-800-130  Distribution and retention of the triplicate 
prescription forms.  The triplicate prescriptions utilized pursuant to 
this program shall be retained as follows:

(1) The original prescription shall be provided to the patient 
unless the drug is dispensed or administered to the patient by the 
practitioner, or if an emergency prescription is issued. In instances 
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where the drug is dispensed or administered, the provisions of WAC 
246-800-140 shall apply. In the case of an emergency prescription, the 
provisions of WAC 246-800-150 shall apply;

(2) One copy shall be transmitted to the department. These copies 
shall be transmitted to the department monthly unless otherwise direc-
ted by the disciplinary authority;

(3) One copy shall be retained by the health care practitioner 
and shall be available for inspection by an authorized representative 
of the department.

(4) Any official triplicate prescription forms improperly comple-
ted, damaged or otherwise not utilized shall be accounted for by the 
practitioner. An explanation and accounting for the forms not properly 
utilized, along with any improperly completed or damaged triplicate 
prescriptions forms shall be returned to the department along with the 
other copies to be submitted pursuant to this rule.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.50.311. WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), § 
246-800-130, filed 12/23/91, effective 1/23/92. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-800-130, 
filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 69.50.311. 
WSR 86-10-036 (Order 197), § 308-250-030, filed 5/5/86.]

WAC 246-800-140  Drugs administered or dispensed by the health 
care practitioner.  A health care practitioner participating in the 
triplicate prescription program shall complete a prescription form for 
all drugs specified by the disciplinary authority. If the drugs are 
administered or dispensed to the patient, the original shall be trans-
mitted to the department along with the copy as required by WAC 
246-800-130.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.50.311. WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), § 
246-800-140, filed 12/23/91, effective 1/23/92. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-800-140, 
filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 69.50.311. 
WSR 86-10-036 (Order 197), § 308-250-040, filed 5/5/86.]

WAC 246-800-150  Emergency prescriptions.  In an emergency, un-
less prohibited by the order of the disciplinary authority, a practi-
tioner participating in this program may orally prescribe and a phar-
macist may dispense a drug specified by the disciplinary authority to 
be included in the triplicate prescription program. For the purposes 
of this rule, "emergency" means that the immediate provision of the 
drug is necessary for proper treatment, that no alternative treatment 
is available and it is not possible for the practitioner to provide a 
written prescription for the drug. If such a drug is orally prescri-
bed, the practitioner shall:

(1) Contemporaneously reduce the prescription to writing;
(2) Cause the original of the written prescription to be deliv-

ered to the pharmacy filling the prescription within 72 hours; and,
(3) Retain and transmit copies of the prescription as provided in 

WAC 246-800-130.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.50.311. WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), § 
246-800-150, filed 12/23/91, effective 1/23/92. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-800-150, 

Certified on 10/25/2019 Page 2



filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 69.50.311. 
WSR 86-10-036 (Order 197), § 308-250-050, filed 5/5/86.]
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